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                     Key skills gained across Key Stage 5  
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MUSIC: A Level Learning Journey

Ambition, Respect & Pride

Year 12

Summer Term
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QUESTION 8 AND 9

Taster sessions: 
Foundations in A 

level

Pre course material: 

Performance 
Practice

Analysis
A and B Listening and Appraising
Essay Writing

Pathways:
Music Degree

Music Apprenticeships
Careers:
Musician

Composer
Acoustic Consultant

Sound Engineer
Sound Designer

Sound Technician - Film, TV, 
Radio, Theatre
Music Producer
Radio Producer

Sound Effects Producer
Music Therapist
Music Lawyer

Teacher
Lecturer

Year 13
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Autumn Term 

Spring  Term 

Su
m

m
er

  T
er

m
 

MUSIC LITERACY                      BAROQUE CONCERTO
                             PERFORMING
COMPOSITION                            MOZART OPERAS

Rhythm and Metre
Keys and Scales
Modulations
Intervals
Chromatic Chords
Texture
Non-Harmony Notes

PURCELL 
TRUMPET 
SONATA 

Composition Group Tutorials 
with professional Composer

COMPOSITION                           

PERFORMING                           

VIVALDI FLUTE 
CONCERTO

BACH VIOLIN 
CONCERTO

Analysis
A and B Listening and 
Appraising
Essay Writing

Free Composition Ideas - 
Work with Professional 

Composer

Recital 
Programme 
Practice

ROMANTIC PIANO MUSIC                                                                   
MOZART OPERAS

PERFORMING
COMPOSITION                           

Analysis
A and B Listening and Appraising
Essay Writing

GRIEG: 
NOTTURNO +
NORWEGIAN 

MARCH

END OF 
YEAR EXAM

Submit first full 
draft of Free 
composition

CHOPIN: 
NOCTURNE +

BALLADE

BRAHMS:
INTERMEZZO 

+ BALLADE

Analysis
A and B Listening and 
Appraising and C 
Section Essay Writing

20th CENTURY ART MUSIC                                                                                 
MUSICAL THEATRE
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SHOSTAKOVICH:
SYMPHONY V

STRING QUARTET 8
PIANO CONCERTO 2

Practice Full 
Recital 
Programme 

Brief 
Composition 
released 

MESSIAEN: QUARTET FOR 
THE END OF TIME

TURANGALILA SYMPHONIE

REICH: DIFFERENT TRAINS
MUSIC FOR 18 MUSICIANS
ELECTRIC COUNTERPOINT

20th CENTURY ART MUSIC                                                                                 
MUSICAL THEATRE
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  MOCK 

EXAM

REAL 
Recital 

10-12 mins

Continue 
refining full 
Recital 
Programme 

Support from 
professional 
composer: 
Complete Brief 

Composition 

Free Composition 
Ideas - Work with 

Professional 
Composer

FREE and BRIEF 
COMPOSITION 
SUBMISSION

REVISION EXTERNAL EXAM PREP

STRAND A, B, C AOS 4 AND 7

SECTION  A -  unseen listening and 
appraising + 10 Mark Essays

EXAM PREPARATION: Strand A, B, C
SECTION  B - seen listening and 
appraising + 10 Mark Essays

AOS 4 AND 7

SECTION  C - 30  Mark Essays

EXTERNAL 2 ½ 
HOUR EXAM

Overture
Movement 1
Movement 3

Movement 4
Movement 5

Movement 7
Movement 9
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Analysis
A and B Listening 
and Appraising
Essay Writing

R ROGERS
OKLAHOMA

I CAIN’T SAY NO C M SCHONBERG
SUN AND MOON

BUI DOI

R ROGERS
BALI HAI

THERE IS NOTHING 
LIKE A DAME

SONDHEIM
GREEN FINCH AND 

LINNET BIRD
LITTLE PRIEST

Transition 
from KS4 

Music Literacy 

Developing the 
Elements of Music 

Using musical 
devices to listen and 
appraise music 

Developing 
instrumental/vocal 
performing skills 

Extending music 
vocabulary to 
analyse music 

Developing and 
refining 
composition skills 

Listening 
and 

Appraising
 

Music 
Software

Composition 
Exercises

STAR WARS
PERFORMING      COMPOSITION
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 Performing 
skills 

Listening and 
Appraising 

SAMBA EM PRELUDIO

 Analysis 

 Analysis 

Essay Writing 

Solo 
Performing

Listening 
and 

Appraising 

BRANDENBURG CONCERTO
DEFYING GRAVITY

PERFORMING              

Listening 
and 

Appraising 

 Analysis 

 Analysis 

Essay Writing

COMPOSITION              

Comparison 
Essay Writing 

Comparison Essay 
Writing Essay Writing 

Extending and 
refining 

Composition

 Analysis 

PERFORMING      
      

  

COMPOSITION      
      

  
AFRO-CELT 

SOUND SYSTEM              
MUSIC FOR A WHILE              

 Analysis 

Listening 
and 

Appraising 

 Analysis 

 Analysis 

Solo/Ensemble 
PerformanceFree 

Composition

Listening 
and 

Appraising 

Essay Writing

Listening 
and 

Appraising Essay Writing

PERFORMING              

COMPOSITION              

REAL GCSE
‘free’ 

Composition 
Submission

Brief 
Composition 
preparation

PATHETIQUE SONATA              

KILLER QUEEN              

Listening 
and 

Appraising 

Essay Writing

REAL GCSE
Solo 

Performance

COMPOSITION              

PERFORMING              

REAL GCSE 
Brief 

Composition 
Submission

REAL GCSE 
Ensemble 

Performance

Instrumental Music 
Unseen Listening

Vocal Music Unseen 
Listening

Fusion Unseen 
Listening

Music for Stage and 
Screen Unseen 

Listening

Revision AOS 1

Revision AOS 2

Revision AOS 3

Revision AOS 4

EXAM 
PRACTICE 

PAPERS

EXTERNAL 
1.45  HOUR 

EXAM
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Listening and 
Appraising complex 
pieces of music 

Analysis
A and B Listening and 
Appraising and C 
Section Essay Writing

“Our mission is to create a thriving music department. Somewhere everyone feels welcome and safe to be 

themselves. A place to create happy memories and life-long friendships. We want to inspire students, build their 

confidence and provide a platform for them to lead, to be creative and imaginative and to develop a life-long love of 

music whether this be through performing, listening or composing.”
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YEAR

10
YEAR

13
YEAR

12
YEAR

Exams & 
Post – 18

Destination


