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                     Key skills gained across Key Stage 5  

YEAR

1

Sustaining an 
argument

Comparing, explaining and 
evaluating different 

historical interpretations

Pursuing an 
independent 

enquiry

Through the study of A Level History, our students can hone their critical thinking skills and practise communicating their ideas and 
arguments effectively so that they leave us as articulate, analytical and enquiring young people who can apply these skills to a variety of 

life and career choices.  We also hope they will retain a lifelong passion for the subject!  
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HISTORY: A Level Learning Journey

Ambition, Respect & Pride

Oracy

Year 12

Building 
chronological 
understanding

Analysing 
interpretations 

Content link to 
KS5: totalitarian 

ideology

Key transferable skills gained from the 
study of GCSE History:

Coursework 
planning

The precedent of 1399: 
Richard II, Bolingbroke and 

usurpation

Royal finances and royal 
authority, 1399-1509

Henry V and Henry 
VI: from victory to 

catastrophe

UniversityEmployment

Was parliament 
a prop or a curb 
to royal power, 
1399-1509?

Henry VII: rebellions 
and Pretenders

Stress management and
self-regulation

Coursework 
submission

Foreign Policy case 
studies, 

1399-1509: 
Castillon, 

Picquigny and the 
Spanish Marriage

Internal exams: 
Paper 3

The Yorkist faction: from 
Towton to Bosworth

Knowledge 
retrieval and  

exam practice

Document analysis 
practice

Final exams

Autumn Term

Autumn Term
Spring Term

Sum
m

er Term

Autumn Term

Spring Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Summer Term

Paper 1 & 2: 
internal exams

Content link to KS5: 
communist ideology

Weighing the relative 
significance of factors

The Russian 
Revolutions of 

1917

1949-57: Mao’s 
consolidation of power

Subject-specific 
vocabulary

Independent 
academic 

research and 
critical 

thinking

Reaching 
reasoned 

judgements

Studying 
contemporary 
documents in 

context

Academic 
literacy

Analysing 
themes in 

breadth and 
depth

Agile thinking 
under 

pressure 

Self-regulation: 
intensive 
revision 

From Great Leap 
Forward to Cultural 

Revolution

The Soviet Economy, 
1917-85

Historical interpretations: 
The collapse of the USSR, 

1985-91

The 
USSR 

and the 
people: 
terror, 
control 

and 
social 

develop
ments

Spring Term

Weighing the 
significance of 

factors

Knowledge 
retrieval

Exam skills: 
timed practice

Final GCSE 
exams 

Pre-course material: 
Russia and China in 1900

The development of communist 
government in the USSR, 1917-85

Introduction to 
coursework skills

Careers:

Education
Law

Civil Service
Local government

Politics
Diplomacy
Journalism

Heritage roles
Curator

Archivist/ 
librarianship 

Archaeologist

Year 13

Source utility 
skills: content, 

context and 
provenance

Autumn Term
Summer Term

Summer Term

Synoptic learning: 
‘big picture 

thinking’ 

Constructing evaluative 
arguments

The Chinese Communist 
Party: from the Long 

March to civil war victory

Social developments in 
China, 1949-76

Deferment / 
travel / work 
experience

Personal kingship and the 
importance of the nobility, 

1399-1509

Automaticity

Exams & 
Post – 18

Destination

13
YEAR

12
YEAR

11
YEAR

10
YEAR


