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Why higher education?

• Chance to study a subject you are passionate 
about. 

• Achieve a qualification that could lead to your 
chosen career. 

• Potentially better job prospects & earning 
potential 

• Grow in confidence, make lifelong friends, and 
gain independence and important life skills that 
will widen your prospects.



Courses available 

350+ universities and colleges: 

• 4 in Northern Ireland 
• 15 in Wales 
• 19 in Scotland 
• 324 in England

35,000+ courses available



How do I get Started?

Research courses & universities 
on UCAS and Unifrog websites

Attend open days & online 
events

Find out about bursaries 
& scholarships



UCAS information on UCAS google classroom group 

■ This UCAS PPT presentation 

■ UCAS application guidance PPT 

■ Personal statement guide 

■ Interviews PPT 

■ Year 12 Seminar PPT



Choosing the right course for you

• What does the course cover?  
• Courses with the same title may be very different.  
• Look carefully at the core course content, and the range of optional 

studies/modules available.  
• Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to your career 

aspirations? 
• See if the course or university/college offers any internship, placement, 

or study abroad opportunities. 
• How is the course taught – structured teaching, or more independent 

research? How many lectures are there, and how much group work will 
be done in seminars? 

• How is the course assessed?



Choosing the right university for you

• Style – Traditional, subject-based courses and research, to 

modern, with a greater focus on vocational courses. 

• Location – cities, smaller towns - environment and 

lifestyle. 

• Size – Some have than 20,000 students, whereas smallest 

have only a few thousand. 

• What graduates do – all universities collect destination 

statistics so find out the types of jobs or further study 

students go on to. 

• Tuition fees – can vary between course providers. Check if 

there are any scholarships or bursaries available.  

• Living costs – accommodation, transport, and food can 

vary enormously. 



How do I get in to University?



UCAS Apply 2024 launch

■ From the end of May for applicants. 

■ UCAS Hub includes information on over 
50,000 courses, admission requirements, 
university location etc.



How UCAS works
■ Apply online 
■ 1 application form 
■ Up to 5 courses.  
■ Be realistic about  grades!  
■ Deferred entry – Can apply for  

 course this year but finance 

 next year. 
■ Remember login details & security 

 questions, you will need them all year. 

 



UCAS application

 

A student 
registers at: 
ucas.com/ 

apply

Sections to complete: 

1. Personal details 
2. Additional info 
3. Student finance  
4. Choices 
5. Education 
6. Employment 
7. Personal statement 
8. Referee details

 School adds 
their 

reference & 
check 

qualifications

Application 
sent to 
UCAS

Universities/ 
colleges make 
their decisions



UCAS form - Some useful hints!

■ Student finance – select LEA eg. Wirral, 
Cheshire etc 

■ Enter GCSE results and pending 

   A level subjects  
■ Personal statement - 12 point type and 4000 

characters.  

   All are scanned for plagiarism.

■ Payment (£27.50) online before sending to 
referee (school). 

■ School adds reference & A level predictions 



Qualifications & Revision
■ GCSEs 

■ Predicted A level grades 

■ Beware – you do not need more than 
3 A levels (AAA may fulfil offer but 
AABB would not). 

■ Revise thoroughly for Year 12 exams. 

■ End of Year 12 exams will be used by 
staff to predict A level grades to send 
to UCAS.  

■ Over predicting can result in higher 
asking grades in your offer from the 
university.



Tariff points

A* 56

A 48

B 40

C 32

D 24

E 16

Most universities ask for 3 A 
level grades.  
Some use a tariff system 
(points) and may allow 
points accumulated from 3 A 
levels, EPQ and other 
vocational qualifications eg. 
music



Science A levels

■ Science A levels have a required practical 
component.  

■ Science practical pass requirement 
included in some university offers as well 
as A level grades.



Personal Statement Structure

Introduction 

3/4 Academic focus plus work 

experience if applicable 

1/4 Extracurricular 

Conclusion 



Personal Statement tips
■ Strong opener – no plagiarism 

■ Why this course? Know the details 

■ Use short & simple sentences not verbose 

■ Positive words eg. achieved, developed, 
learned, discovered, enthusiastic, committed, 
energetic….. 

■ Avoid hyperbole 

■ Avoid cliché & quotes 

■ Motivation and insight into the course/career 

■ Social and cultural awareness & life experience 

■ Interests, activities, achievements & challenges 

■ Support claims



Don’t miss important 
Deadlines!

  

■ Most applicants - School deadline  

20th October to allow school reference completion and 
checking of forms to meet the 31st January UCAS 
deadline 

■ Oxbridge/Medicine/Veterinary Science and Dentistry 
have earlier school deadline 15th September to meet 
16th October UCAS deadline.



Admissions tests

■ Some universities in certain subjects. 
■ List on this PPT

• Check if your subject/choice of 
university requires an admission 
test. 
• Most tests register online and 
taken at an allocated test centre. 
•Some tests taken in school. 
• Find out dates of tests online 
(Dates vary May-Nov). 



Interviews
■ Most University courses select on application only. Some eg. 

Oxbridge interview all. 

■ Format varies – formal or relaxed. 

■ Chance to show knowledge, ability & skills not on 
application form. 

■ Structure varies – Q&A, scenario discussion, group task, 
audition, written task. 

■ Q&A testing how you think not just knowledge. 

■ Know personal statement & question spot. 

■ Be alert to relevant topical news issues. 

■ Know details of course & University. 

■ Dress smartly, use eye contact & good posture.



Oxford and Cambridge 

■ Apply to Oxford or Cambridge via UCAS. 
■ 4 other choices. 
■ Mock interview in school  
■ Open application or  

 specific college. 
■ Admissions test.



Medicine, Veterinary Science & Dentistry
■ 4 choices plus 1 other choice from another subject area. 
■ Relevant work experience in a caring role 
■ BMAT -  Medicine/Veterinary Science £78  

   Register with exam office 1st September (test 18th October) 
■ UCAT (Medicine/Dentistry)  

   register online from 16th May.  

   Testing begins 10st July & ends 28nd Sept .  

   £70 

■ Interview – Panel style or MMI. 

   Experience, ethical problems, opinions on issues, role play etc.  
■ Group interviews to observe interpersonal skills.  
■ Interview technique & advice about work experience see Mr 

Hayes.



UCAS Conservatoires 
■ Music, dance & drama at 8 conservatoires in UK. 
■ UCAS Conservatoires (£27.50 admission fee  

   but also audition fees). Some conservatoires 

   are via direct application. 
■ Application opens from 12th July. 
■ 2nd October deadline for Music (school deadline 15th 

September) & 31st January (school deadline 20th October) for 
Dance & Drama courses. 

■ Tuition fees vary – check with individual conservatoire. 
■ 6 choices (unlike 5 for UCAS) 
■ Can apply simultaneously to UCAS conservatoires & UCAS. Can 

only hold 1 firm place with either UCAS or UCAS conservatoires.



Summary of what to do before end of summer term.

■ Complete ‘information for reference writers’ section 
on Unifrog for Form tutor. 

■ Research courses thoroughly using all the websites 
& bursaries, scholarships  etc. 

■ Sign up for Open days. 
■ External references to form tutor by the end of May 
■ Draft Personal Statement & get it checked by form 

tutor. 
■ Begin your online application form. 
■ Continue to work on this at home. 
■ Register for admissions tests.



Early September
■ Finalise UCAS application form, pay online 

& send to school

Students will have the 
opportunity to read 
their school reference



The ladder to success!

 Research 
thoroughly!

Be organised & 
meet deadlines!

Work hard for 
end of year 12 

exams as well as 
A levels!

Perfect your  
personal 

statement!

Gain experience!

Extracurricular!



What happens next?
■ Use UCAS Track to monitor progress of 

application and reply to offers. 

■ Invitations to interviews and offers come in! 

■  1 firm and 1 insurance place. 

■ UCAS extra (28th Feb to 4th July) if no offers or 
you have rejected all 5. Use UCAS track to 
search courses available.



Student Finance
■ Application online from February - May. 

■ Tuition fee loan (£9,250) 

■ Maintenance loan is means tested against 
parental income. Up to £13,022 (London) 
or £9,978 (Outside London) based on 
family income of £25,000 or less.  

■ Pay back when earning over £25,725. Pay 
9% of anything you earn above this 
amount. 

■ Interest rate 6.3% 

■ Outstanding balance written off after 30 
years. 



Results day!

Be 
available! 
Don’t go on 
holiday!

Clearing places  
limited. Ring 
universities to 
secure an offer

Use Track at 
UCAS.com to 
see your 
application 
status

‘Adjustment’ for 
anyone 
exceeding firm 
offer 
requirements 

Take up Firm or 
Insurance offer



Other options

Extra (28 Feb – 4 Jul) 
• Used all five choices and had no offers.  
• Add Extra choices for consideration one at a time in Track. 

Clearing (5 Jul – 19 Oct) 
• Apply after 30 June, receive no offers, decline all offers, not met conditions.  
• Find vacancies from July, and add one choice in Track.  

• Adjustment (up to five days in Aug)  
• Placed with firm choice, and did better than expected.  
• Register in Track, then find another university or college. The new university or college adjusts the 

record.



How can parents help?

Be proactive
Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to them and don’t book 
family holidays at key times!

Open days Attend virtual events and open days – you may have a different perspective.

Sign up
Sign up for updates from UCAS, and get everything you need to know about 
the application process direct to your inbox.

Research
Use the parents/guardians’ section of the UCAS website at www.ucas.com/
parents.



Questions?



Apprenticeship advice

UCAS has apprenticeship advice to help 
students make informed decisions about their 
post-16 and post-18 opportunities. 

Find out about: 
• the different types of apprenticeships 
• how to find and apply for apprenticeships 
• preparing for the application and 

interview process 

Go to ucas.com/understanding-
apprenticeships.

25% 
of applicants 

declining all offers in 
2018 told UCAS they 

had chosen an 
apprenticeship 

instead. 

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-the-uk
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships


More on Apprenticeships

■ All apprenticeships – apprenticeship.gov.uk 

■ Subscribe to newsletter to receive updates as 
apprenticeship vacancies appear throughout year. 
https://amazingapprenticeships.com   

■ Search on Unifrog information about all the different 
types of apprenticeships. Wide variety of subjects on 
offer eg. Law, Engineering, Product Design, 
Conveyancing, Banking, Surveying, Science, IT etc.



Key UCAS dates
• 19 April             Undergraduate search tool goes live 

• 16  May  UCAS Undergraduate Apply opens for 

                             2024 entry. 

• 5 September  First day for completed applications  to be  submitted to UCAS. 

• 16 October Application deadline for courses in medicine, veterinary medicine/science 
and dentistry, and courses at Oxford or Cambridge. 

• 31 January Equal consideration application deadline. 

• 28 February  Extra opens. 

• 4 July  Last date to apply for a course on extra   before Clearing.



Useful Websites.

■ Calday home page-about us, Sixth form, UCAS. 
■ UCAS website course search 50,000 courses at 325 

institutions ( can also search apprenticeships from here) 
■ https://www.whatuni.com/degrees/what-can-i-do-

widget.html  A comprehensive guide to courses & unis  
■ www.studyzones.com/Centigrade-questionnaire (30 

minutes questionnaire searches 60,000 courses at 800+ unis in 
30 countries then matches your answers to suitable course 
areas and universities offering them). Report £15. 

■ Uni guidance www.cogentusuniversityguide.co.uk 
■ www.unionview.com – Useful university and course search 

site. 
■ unistats.direct.gov.uk/ - helps you to research subjects, 

universities, entry requirements, student ratings, graduate 
employment statistics. 

■ https://amazingapprenticeships.com



Admissions tests

■ LNAT (for Law)  
■ BMAT (Biomedical test for Medicine and Vet. Science/Medicine)  
■ UCAT (UK clinical aptitude test) – Medicine/dentistry 

Oxbridge Admissions Tests 
■ TSA (Thinking Skills Assessment) - Cambridge & Oxford 
■ HAT (History aptitude test) - Oxford.  
■ ELAT (English Literature) - Oxford 
■ STEP (Sixth term Examination Papers for Maths) – Cambridge 
■ MML  (Modern and Medieval  Languages) Cambridge



BMAT universities in the UK 

■ Brighton and Sussex Medical School. 

■ Imperial College London. 

■ Lancaster University. 

■ University College London. 

■ University of Cambridge. 

■ University of Oxford.



UCAT (university clinical aptitude test -30 medical schools)

• University of Aberdeen   Anglia Ruskin University Aston University  
• University of Birmingham   University of Bristol  
• Cardiff University  
• University of Dundee  
• University of East Anglia    Edge Hill University    University of Edinburgh    

University of Exeter 
• University of Glasgow  
• Hull York Medical School  
• Keele University    King's College London  
• University of Leicester       University of Liverpool       
• University of Manchester  
• University of Newcastle       University of Nottingham  
• Plymouth University  
• Queen Mary, University of London (Barts)  
• Queen's University Belfast  
• University of Sheffield     University of Southampton     University of St 

Andrews     
• St George's University of London      University of Sunderland  
• University of Warwick 


